THE   DECAY   OF  VILLEINAGE         in

Even the slandering monk cannot disguise the beauty of the
address of this ' son of Belial'. ' Friends/ he is reported to
have said, ' who, after so long an age of oppression, have at last
won yourselves a short breath of freedom, hold firm while you
can, and have no thought of me or what I may suffer. For if
I die for the cause of the liberty we have won, I shall think myself
happy to end my life as a martyr. Act now as you would have
acted supposing that I had been beheaded at Hertford yesterday.'1
Chivalry in the fourteenth century was rarely extended to any
outside the class of its professor, and seldom indeed did it pene-
trate the cloister, The St. Albans monk, who tells the story,
gloats over the brutal and disgusting penalty this hero and his
friends paid for their misdeeds. Several of the leaders were
probably old soldiers, which would account for the unusual
discipline. This was no Jacquerie, an orgy of loot and vengeance
that had occurred in France thirteen years before; it was
organized revolt with definite amis and considerable self-control.
Both the proceedings and the demands of the rebels show this.

Their proceedings usually were :

(a) Destruction of the Court Rolls, which contained the
evidence of the villein services and dues.

(6) Demand for charters of freedom from lords and especially
from abbots and priors. The abbots in particular held out
against the demands of the towns.

(c) The killing of most of the lawyers they could lay their
hands on partly, no doubt, because legal ingenuity had been
used in the interest of the landowner rather than of the labourer,
partly in that unreasoning hatred and fear of an art he does not
understand common in all ages to the ignorant. There were
doubtless many Mr. Tullivers then as now.

The political factor in the revolt was shown by the murder
of Archbishop Sudbury and the Treasurer and the sacking of
John of Gaunt fs palace, the Savoy.

The rebels made four principal demands :

(a) All villeinage to be abolished, especially the A incidents of
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